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Personal Learning Style - Interpersonal 

What writing looks and sounds like is a direct result of relaxed editing and what has come 

to be an accepted, yet distorted, view of scholarly writing.  Professor Michael Berube of the 

University of Illinois, believes that bad writing is due to a lack of tough editing by academic 

journals to make writing clearer.  Even when clear writing is found it can cause friction among 

scholarly circles (Bad Blood, 1999).  In addition to editors, practitioners of difficult language 

have an even greater influence on a new generation of students.  In an essay written by Edward 

Said, president of the Modern Language Association, he charges literature departments with 

promoting unintelligible writing (Smith, 1999, para. 3-4). 

Scholarly encouragement of complex and difficult to understand writing is due to a 

movement away from a humanities approach to writing and adopting a more scientific approach.  

This has created an expectation that there is a need for scientific vocabulary (Smith, 1999).  

Using scientific vocabulary to explain non-scientific ideas and concepts results in obscure 

technical language that is hard to follow and understand.  Denis Dutton, editor of Philosophy and 

Literature says, “In the sciences jargon is helpful because it uses simple terms to stand for 

complicated phenomena whereas in the humanities it’s the opposite: people use complicated 

terms to express simple things” (Bad Blood, 1999, para. 14).  However, there are those in the 

field who would disagree with Dutton like Larry Grossbert, communications professor at the 

University of North Carolina.  Grossbert believed that there’s a place for complex writing saying, 

“It’s interesting that we expect scientists to have technical vocabulary, but when it comes to the 

most complex systems we know of – namely, human social existence – we some how think we 

don’t need a technical vocabulary to describe it” (Bad Blood, 1999, para. 13). 
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Adapting Section to Academic Writing Standards 

What writing looks and sounds like is a direct result of relaxed editing and what has come 

to be an accepted, yet distorted, view of scholarly writing.  Professor Michael Berube of the 

University of Illinois, believed that bad writing is due to a lack of tough editing by 

academic journals stating that even when clear writing is found, it can cause friction 

among scholarly circles (Bad Blood, 1999).  In addition to editors, practitioners of difficult 

language have an even greater influence on a new generation of students.  In an essay written by 

Edward Said, president of the Modern Language Association, he charges literature departments 

with promoting unintelligible writing (Smith, 1999, para. 3-4). 

Scholarly encouragement of complex and difficult to understand writing is due to a 

movement away from a humanities approach to writing and adopting a more scientific approach.  

This has created an expectation that there is a need for scientific vocabulary (Smith, 1999).  

Using scientific vocabulary to explain non-scientific ideas and concepts results in obscure 

technical language that is hard for the reader to follow and understand.  Denis Dutton, 

editor of Philosophy and Literature says, “In the sciences jargon is helpful because it uses simple 

terms to stand for complicated phenomena whereas in the humanities it’s the opposite: people 

use complicated terms to express simple things” (Bad Blood, 1999, para. 14).  However, there 

are those in the field who would disagree with Dutton like Larry Grossbert, communications 

professor at the University of North Carolina.  Grossbert believed that there’s a place for 

complex writing saying, “It’s interesting that we expect scientists to have technical vocabulary, 

but when it comes to the most complex systems we know of – namely, human social existence – 

we some how think we don’t need a technical vocabulary to describe it” (Bad Blood, 1999, para. 

13). 
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